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the saxifrage school plans on opening in 2014

tuition will be $5000 per year

500 students taught by 40 professors

campus neighborhood assessments have begun

if you want to learn more about our work

come to our offices at “The general will”,

e-mail timothy cook: tim@saxifrageschool.org

or visit saxifrageschool.org



I. UTILITY
Beyond assumed cultural values (class, reputation, credentials) a college 
education must offer something of  intrinsic human value. We must not pay 

so highly for a degree unless it is much more than a mere signal of  societal 
achievement. School is often seen as something that must be gotten 

through; we have to pass, preferably with a good grade, but are not often 
required or encouraged to learn anything of  utility to the true economy. The 
Saxifrage School wants to educate students so they can contribute skillfully 

to the real work of  their lives, environments, and communities. 

“[They] should not play life, or study it merely, while the community 
supports them at this expensive game, but earnestly live it from beginning 

to end.”- Henry David Thoreau

II. AUTHENTIC RESIDENCY
With increasing frequency schools are being relied on not just as educators, 

but as sitters for our children. It is no coincidence that higher schools--
colleges especially--often infantilize their students. Rather than encouraging 
students to grow into life as residents grounded in a place and community, 
colleges are places that students go away to. Although many liberal arts 

institutions preach a curriculum of  good citizenship, their students are the 
most transitory of  residents. They often insulate their students from the 

authentic life of  the people that surround their campus by providing for all 
their needs--and then some--within the bounds of  that campus. The actions 

and studies of  students are divorced from real context, limiting the 
relevance of  their maturity and growth.  At The Saxifrage School students 

will frequently encounter people of  all varieties, not because of  the College’s 
diversity programs, but because the elder and the infant will be part of  our 

community. We will operate very few buildings, relying on community 
partnerships for classroom space and resources. Our campus will be a real 
city neighborhood; our context and best research will be our neighbors and 

the lives they have been living in this place long before us.

III. ASSUMED DEBT
In the pursuit of  a college degree, debt is assumed. As the costs for tuition 
increase rapidly, the supply side attempts to offset the costs by providing 
more and more support. Parents have an expected parental contribution, 
states cannot handle the burden of  subsidies; the federal government and 
charities cover what costs are not covered by students and the debts they 
obtain. Current American student debt comes in at over $800 billion, more 
than our collective credit card debts. Our governments have even larger 
debts. We must not take these costs for granted, but confront them with 

common sense and prudence. These debts restrict and obligate our futures.
Higher education can be found at a lower cost.

IV. INNOVATION
As education is increasingly determined by market-led innovation  how do 

we reclaim the agency and complexity of  real innovation? “Disruptive 
innovation” is the proposal to explore the potential of  education to produce 
subjects for the world rather than objects for the economy. Students of  The 
Saxifrage School will learn to address problems with a critical pedagogy that 

attempts to look beyond the hegemony of  market values. Our college re-
design project  does not attempt to solve problems through attractive 
design solutions. Rather, we want to offer a thoughtful critique of  the 
current model by presenting simple and historical ideas grounded in 

research, discussion, and conservation.

V. ACCREDITATIOn
Accreditation has the potential to standardize, politicize, and influence the 

cost of  education. Is it possible to offer an accredited education that 
overcomes these obstacles? The recent rise of  the for-profit college 

industry has seen accreditations being bought and sold as new universities 
step into the shoes of  older failing ones. We recognize the value of  

accreditation, but only if  it upholds quality and serves the interests of  the 
student. In our model we will allow for independent work, even work that has 

been accomplished outside of  the College, to be eligible for official credit. 

VI. SOVEREIGNTY
We recognize that there is value in structure, in expert teachers, and in 

devoted educational spaces, but none of  these should be institutionalized to 
the point where students feel as though they are not capable of  learning 

without them. By holding its classes in non-traditional spaces, The Saxifrage 
School hopes to save its students money, while simultaneously helping them 

to realize the potential to learn outside of  schools. A college education is 
valuable only if  its recipients are able to be sovereign learners regardless 
of  the institution and if  the cost of  that education does not allow their debt 

to dictate their decisions. The academic program will shy away from 
canonization and towards integration, interdisciplinary study, and 

independent problem-solving projects. 

Let the snake wait under
his weed
and the writing
be of  words, slow and quick, sharp
to strike, quiet to wait,
sleepless.

“A Sort of a Song” by 
William Carlos Williams

--through metaphor to reconcile
the people and the stones.
Compose. (No ideas
but in things) Invent!
Saxifrage is my flower that splits
the rocks.


